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448 Book Notices. 

has no very strong contrasts, and few show-places with which to astonish the tourist, 
it has a quaint and pleasing expression of its own, largely stamped upon it by its 
people, who rescued the inundated coast from the sea, fixed its sands, regenerated 
the soil by ingenuity and toil, and gave to most of the settlements the character 
rather of agricultural market-places than of busy towns. 

Dr. Demangeon has done good service by his careful study of so unique a region, 
whose natural or human characteristics he describes and in many cases explains. 
The pictures, all from his own photographs, are excellent, and the numerous small 
black-and-white maps are helpful to the text. On the coloured map of the Picardy 
coast a curious discordance is explained in this way : It was made from a Govern- 
ment map, the northern part of which was revised in 1898 and the southern part in 
1890. The two parts thus brought together in one map differ widely in the positions 
assigned to sandbanks and channels in the Baie de Somme, proving great instability 
in the submarine contours of that bay. 

Bericht liber die neuere Literatur zur deutschen Landeskunde. 

Bd. II (1900 und 1901). Im Auftrag der Zentralkommission fur wissenschaft- 
liche Landeskunde von Deutschland herausgegeben von Prof. Dr. Alfred Kirch- 
hoff und Prof. Dr. Fritz Regel. viii and 413 pp., with Index of Authors. 
Ferdinand Hirt, Breslau, 1904. (Price, M. 12.) 
The first volume of this bibliography was published in 1901, and contained titles 
■of and comments upon 952 geographical works relating to Germany and published in 
the four years 1896-99. In the second volume now before us, Dr. Regel has suc- 
ceeded Dr. K. Hassert as joint editor with Dr. Kirchhoff, large collaboration among 
German geographers has been secured, and the number of titles of books, mono- 
graphs, maps, etc., has been increased to about 2,000, though the period covered is 
only two years. The book is not unwieldy, because the explanations and comments 
added to the titles are short as compared with those in the first volume. On the 
whole, this change is probably desirable, for it facilitates reference by reducing bulk. 
A bibliography is valuable in proportion to its completeness as a directory; and sum- 
maries of contents, and especially criticism, may usually be left to the review depart- 
ments of the critical journals. 

These 2,000 items are admirably arranged in chief classifications and groups 
under them. If we wish, for example, to learn what was written in 1900 and 1901 
on the interior waters of Germany in all their phases, we find these topics grouped in 
"Die Gewasser " under the larger classification " Das Land," and find that these 
titles appear between pp. 86 and 87. The whole field is covered under 4 large 
divisions, with 25 subordinate groups. 

It is easy to see how helpful such exhaustive compilations may be in the examina- 
tion of any phase of German geography. They are essential in a country the study 
of whose geography has been so minute and many-sided. The Germans excel not only 
in applying their superior geographic training to the study of their own land, but also 
in the thorough classification of the knowledge they have gained, as exemplified in 
this bibliography. 



